
Invited to stage an exhibition at  
Kunsthalle Basel, artist Nick Mauss  
has conceived Bizarre Silks, Private  
Imaginings and Narrative Facts, etc. in which 
scenographic, conceptual, and curatorial 
concerns coincide. The act is in keeping with 
Mauss’s longstanding interest in the form  
of the exhibition as an artistic medium in its 
own right. Bizarre Silks… unfolds as a series 
of unexpected encounters in which the artist 
draws out each artwork’s distinct presence 
while heightening the relationships between 
them. Here, as in so many of his exhibitions, 
Mauss deliberately reacts to the conditions 
of a given space, paying attention to pacing 
and architecture, as well as creating devices 
for display, framing, and visual obstruction, 
which include a folding screen and a series of 
painted thresholds that reorient the viewer’s 
approach to what, and how, they are seeing.







Kunsthalle Basel/Basler Kunstverein is generously supported  
by the Canton of Basel-Stadt.

The exhibition is generously supported by Peter Handschin.

Thanks to
Phil Aarons, William Allen, Michael Bächle, Patrizia Baldi,  
Kate Bender, Valerie Bender Godwin, Maria Bortfeldt, 
Emanuela Campoli, Anna Castelli, Sandra Cattini, Martina 
Cioni, Kathryn Erdman, Elisabeth Felix, Amanda Friedman, 
Nadia Gerazouni, Søren Grammel, Justin Hall, Peter  
Handschin, Josef Helfenstein, Sheldon Henderson, Jack 
Jubb, Thomas Köhler, Annelie Lütgens, Max Mayer, Cora  
Muennich, Kenta Murakami, Kyriaki Nasioula, Gil Presti, 
Bryan Savitz, M.M. Serra, Annemarie Seyda, Daniela Spack, 
Lisa Spellman, Martin Stoecklin, Daniela Tauber, Maddalena 
Terragni, Judith Ribbentrop Thoma, Albane Thorel, Brigitta 
Vogler, Margareta von Bartha, Miklos von Bartha, Stefan 
von Bartha, Marie Warsh, Max Warsh, Melina Wilson, Anabel 
Wold, Caitlin Wood, all the lenders and to all the artists

Nick Mauss additionally acknowledges:
Owens’s films have been preserved thanks to The Film- 
Maker’s Cooperative in New York City and the commitment 
of the cooperative’s director M.M. Serra. 
 Mayer’s work is presented here thanks to the devo-
tion of Marie Warsh and Max Warsh. The “reenactments”  
of Mayer’s Ghosts were made specifically for this exhibition  
in collaboration with Mayer’s estate and artist Amanda  
Friedman, following careful study of materials, and the artist’s  
notes about her works. 
 Bender’s work is here presented on a pair of mon-
itors, following Bender’s one-time installation for a 1988 
exhibition. I am grateful to Kenta Murakami, co-curator of 
the 2019 Bender retrospective at Red Bull Arts New York,  
for bringing this presentation to my attention. 
 A visit to the archives of the Fondazione Antonio 
Ratti in 2019, where Maddalena Terragni’s exhibition of 
bizarre silks was presented, inspired their inclusion in this 
exhibition.

GUIDED TOURS THROUGH THE EXHIBITION
Every Sunday at 3 pm guided tour, in German, except  
on Sundays when the curator’s tour takes place 

Curator’s tour with Elena Filipovic, in English 
6.9.2020, Sunday, 3 pm 
20.9.2020, Sunday, 3 pm 

Guided tour, in English
27.8.2020, Thursday, 6:30 pm

In the Kunsthalle Basel library you will find a selection  
of publications related to Nick Mauss and the other  
participating artists.
 
Follow us on Facebook and Instagram and share your  
photos and impressions with #kunsthallebasel. 

More information at kunsthallebasel.ch


